
 

 

 

Tips for Writing AMA Style Reference Lists 
 

This guide is based on the 10th Edition of AMA Manual of Style. 

• References should be within the last 5 years unless significantly relevant to explaining what prompted your 

research/project 

• References are listed numerically in the order they are cited in the text 

• Use the author's last name followed by initials without periods or spaces.  List the names of all authors unless there 

are more than 6, in which case the names of the first 3 authors are used, followed by “et al.” 

• In article titles, capitalize only the first letter of the first word, proper names, and abbreviations that are ordinarily 

capitalized 

• Cite references parenthetically in the text if a work is not yet accepted for publication or is a personal 

communication 
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